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T T is with deep regret that we begin our Third Annual Report by 
deploring the heavy loss sustained by the Society in the death 
of our esteemed Secretary and colleague, the Rev. Dr. Williamson. 
The Founder of the Society has passed away, having died at Cliefoo 
after a few days illness, on the 28th August last. 

There is no occasion to dwell on the characteristics of our lamented 
friend. Much has justly been said in commendation of him in the 
public papers, and his removal is deeply regretted by all, and by none 
more than the members of the Committee, who were closely associated 
with him in the work to which his life was largely devoted. 

We are glad at being able to state that there has been no 
intermission in the work of the past year. The Committee met regu¬ 
larly every month at the office of the Secretary and was in the habit of 
receiving his report, and of taking note that the operations of the press 
were being diligently carried on. These consisted chiefly of the print¬ 
ing of the Bible, two monthly magazines, the Wan-Kwoh-Kung-Pao 
or Review of the Times , and the Boys 1 Own , the issue of Scripture 
Pictures and Rlustrations , with descriptive letterpress, all in Chinese, 
reports of different Societies, together with a Monthly Newspaper in 
English. 

In the opinion of the Committee the work in future admits of being 
greatly simplified. It was considered advisable by our late Secretary, 
that certain outside work was necessary at the beginning of our opera¬ 
tions, so as to meet the current expenses of the printing establishment. 
That period may be regarded as having gone by, and the Society needs 
now to attend only to its primary object, viz., the publication and diffu¬ 
sion of such knowledge as its title indicates. This is highly possible by 
confining ourselves to the preparation and circulation of the Magazines 
and of books and papers arising from them, as was intended by 
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Dr. Williamson. We would especially call attention to the valuable con¬ 
tributions that have appeared in the Review of the Times , on a variety of 
scientific subjects, which it is the design of several of the Authors to 
publish in book form for the benefit of students and others. As it is, 
many of these articles have been highly commended in influential 
quarters, and pecuniary assistance has been given for the wider diffu¬ 
sion of the Magazine at the various centres of literary power, such as 
the classical examinations that take place throughout the empire. It 
has been stated by one well informed on such matters, that the con¬ 
tinuance and widespread circulation of the Magazine for a few years 
would go far to revolutionize the thought and sentiment of Chinese 
scholars, and prepare the way for a new order of things among all 
classes. Encouraged by such assurances, the Committee can only sug¬ 
gest that they form good reason for persevering in the course already 
begun, for seeking to improve the Magazine in every possible way, 
and for giving it all the currency in our power among those for whom 
it is specially intended. 

In memory of our lamented friend, it is perhaps worthy of notice, 
that he was in the habit of expressing himself strongly in reference to 
this work, and was making arrangements for carrying it out when he 
died. He had laboured long and hard to form such a Magazine, and 
was delighted that the Editorship had fallen into such efficient hands, 
as the Rev. Dr. Allen’s. He succeeded in getting a number of con¬ 
tributors to it, and everything promised, in his view, to make it what 
he earnestly wished it to be, an interesting and well written exponent of 
the most recent discoveries in science and philosophy for the enlighten¬ 
ment of Chinese scholars. 

The Committee desire to express their sense of obligation to Mr. 
Murray on the occasion of his resigning the editorship of the “ Boys’ 
Own.” He conducted this periodical in a very able manner, and it has 
reached a considerable circulation. It is in a different style from the 
“Review of the Times,” and adapted to a different class of minds, but 
it presents a most pleasing appearance from its many beautiful illus¬ 
trations, while the variety and interest of its contents ought to make 
it popular among those for whom it is designed. It is hoped that dur- 
in the ensuing year an efficient substitute may be found for this useful 
Magazine. 
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In addition to this portion of our work, we have to note an im¬ 
portant branch of it mainly sustained by the Ladies’ Auxiliary Societies 
in Edinburgh and Glasgow. Induced by Dr. Williamson’s represent¬ 
ations, they united to publish in Chinese a variety of books and tracts 
with illustrations, which might serve to attract and instruct the women 
and children of China in the precepts and practice of Christianity. A 
good deal has been done in this style of literature, and it seems desir¬ 
able to continue it as far as we can. By doing so, we shall both 
strengthen the hands of the Ladies who have associated for this good 
work, and meet the wants of a class of the community that is much 
neglected in this part of the world. 

China waking up. —The new basis on which the foreign rela¬ 
tions of China were placed, by the peace of 1860, led in the first place 
to an entire reconstruction of the old Colonial Office or Tsung-li Yainen, 
now become the Council for Foreign Affairs. This in turn soon dis¬ 
covered that other and "new measures were rendered necessary by 
the event of the late war,” chief among which was “that a knowledge 
of the character and institutions of foreign nations was indispensable 
to the conduct of intercourse.” Then followed “the conviction that 
in order to know the state of the several nations of the West, it is 
requisite to understand their languages and letters.” “Indeed,” said 
the Council, “this is the sole means to protect ourselves from becoming 
the victims of crafty imposition.” 

Then followed the establishment of the Peking College and affili¬ 
ated schools at Shanghai and Canton. This step necessitated the 
introduction of a large staff of foreign professors and teachers, and was 
of so bold a character as to provoke strong opposition. In reply the 
Council saw fit to answer as follows: 

“The proposals contained in our former memorial having received 
the Imperial assent, we have now to explain that in proposing these 
measures we have neither been actuated by a love of novelty, nor 
fascinated by the arts of the West; but influenced solely by the consi¬ 
deration that the attempt to introduce the arts without the science of 
the West would be likely to prove an abortive and useless expenditure 
of the public funds. Those who, without due reflection, criticise this 
proceeding may object that it is not at present an affair of urgent 











10 


necessity; that we are wrong in renouncing our own methods and 
following those of the West; or finally that it would be a deep disgrace 
for China to become the pupil of men of the West.” 

After replying to the above objections they add that, “ not only 
do the nations of the West learn from one another, daily producing 
something new, but even Japan, from the Eastern Ocean, has recently 
sent men to England to acquire the language and science of that 
country. Now, when a small nation like Japan knows how to enter 
upon a career of progress, wliat could be a greater disgrace than for 
China to adhere to her old traditions and never think of waking up?” 
“ As to the allegation that it is a shame to learn from the men of the 
West, this is the absurdest charge of all, for under the whole heaven 
the deepest disgrace is that of being content to lag in the rear of 
others.” 

Yes, China is waking up, and now that she has voluntarily and 
of conviction in the face of the strong ultra-conservative sentiment of 
the country, dared “ to submit to be instructed by the men of the 
West,” what is it but that she is by the very nature of the case cons¬ 
tituted our pupil while we thereby become her chosen teachers ? Here 
then is our opportunity, and ample scope and justification for the aims 
and efforts of our Society. It is to be hoped that the proper work of 
the Society, and on the ground of which it was commenced, will con¬ 
tinue to be carried on, and so a great want in China will be met, viz., 
the instruction of the native scholars on matters of high interest and 
importance and of which they can have no idea otherwise, the removal 
of their prejudices, and the preparation of the country at large for a 
new era in their learning and philosophy. 


Funds. —It will be noticed from the Statement of Accounts that 
the increased activity of the Society during the past year has not been 
without a corresponding rise in the scale of expenditure. With reference 
to the increase of $1,500 under Salaries and Wages, it may be explained 
that it was found necessary to enlarge the native staff in connexion with 
printing contracts, which, it was hoped, would yield a satisfactory return, 
but, owing to some unfortunate blundering in the course of printing, 
these'expectations were not realized. The extraordinary expenditure 
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has been further augmented by a rise of salary due to the Superintendent 
under his agreement, by which also the Society was called upon to 
provide for himself and his wife a passage to Europe. On the other 
hand Ordinary Subscriptions show a decrease of about $600, owing to 
the exceptional donation of Taels 500, which appeared in last year’s 
accounts, not having been repeated this year. It is, however, gratifying 
to note that the amount received from local sources shows no diminution 
of the generous interest taken by the community of Shanghai in the 
work of the Society, and the Committee have reason to look forward 
with confidence to that interest being maintained and increased during 
the coming year. 

On turning to the Balance Sheet, the net result of this increase 
of expenditure and decrease of revenue will be seen in the reduction 
of the surplus at credit of the Society by $2,130, or an amount closely 
corresponding with the sum of the two items referred to. So serious a 
loss was not lightly to be passed over and on consideration the Com¬ 
mittee felt that under the circumstances it would be imprudent to extend 
the liabilities of the Society, and it was decided not to renew the Su¬ 
perintendent’s agreement on its expiry on the 31st October 1890. The 
printing establishment was accordingly closed on that date, and 
Mr. McIntosh’s departure for Europe followed a few days later. The 
printing of the Society’s magazines, together with the completion of 
all unfinished contracts, has now been undertaken by the American 
Presbyterian Mission Press. 

It was with much regret, and only after mature deliberation, that 
the Committee felt themselves compelled to suspend the active printing 
work of the Society. In China there is no doubt room for, and indeed 
urgent need of, work of this kind, which, With careful management, 
might eventually be made practically self-supporting, but the Society, 
as at present situated, is too much hampered by want of funds to 
attempt the experiment in a satisfactory manner. The circumstances 
and propects of the work have been fully reported to the Home 
Societies, the members of which are now in conference with Mr. Bishop 
on the subject, and if, as is desired, the result of their deliberations 
will be a guarantee to uphold the Press for a period of years, in the 
expectation of its ultimately being made self-supporting, the work 
might be recommenced with some hope of success. Meanwhile the 
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Machinery and Plant have been stored in such a manner as to admit 
of being immediately set in full working order, should the Society at 
any time elect to resume its printing operations. 
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Subscriptions ant> Donations. 


Names. 

Tls. 

$ 

Special. 




$100.00 

A Friend . 

200.00 

272.30 

D. Y. 

25.00 


F. C. Bishop, Esq. 

50.00 

J 


John G. Purdon, Esq. 

20.00 

I 


J. H Focke, Esq... 

25.00 

>249.61 


C Thorne, Esq. 

25.00 


E Mp.TC p.fm j Esq. 

20.00 



Carl Jantzen, Esq... 

20.00 

J 


A Burma,n, Esq. 

10.00 


AY McDonald, Esq. 

10.00 

13.42 


1 ‘ AYp 11 wi sh p.r ”. 

10.00 


Eev H C Hodges. 

10.00 

13.58 


Dr Edkins . 

10.00 

13.77 


C S Addis, Esq. 

10.00 


Mr Janies (per Dr. AY.). 


20.00 


D McLean, Esq., (per Dr. YY.) £3. 


18.30 


AY R Carles, Esq. 

20.00 

27.17 


John AValter, Esq. 

20.00 


John Rois Esq. 

20.00 

| 54.27 


C Yi ncont- Sm i f.h, Esq. 

20.00 

27.06 




j D Bishop Esq., Edinburgh, £5 . 


739.48 

28.84 

$100.00 






$768.32 
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PRINTED AT AND ISSUED FROM THE 

S.D.C.G.K. PRESS, SHANGHAI, 

jfrom iRopembsc ist, 1839, to ©ct. 3isf, 1890. 


Name. 

Copies 

Coloured Calendars,* 1890, Anglo-Chinese . 

510 

Uncoloured „ „ „ . 

14,500 

Scripture Histories* . 

2,500 

Birds and Animals of the Bible*.. 

205 

Illustrated Gospels* ... 

670 

Little Ones’ Own, (fH ij| ^)*. 

1,600 

“ Civilization,” (small foreign paper edition) . 

6,500 

C. S. M. Illustrated 4-page Leaflets (pJlISlSl^K). 

19,500 

“ Life of Christ in verse ” * . 

498 

“Christian Girl’s Classic” . 

230 

Peep of Day,”* ..... 

110 


“ Review of the Times ” (SIIS . 

11,300 

“ Chinese Boy’s Own” includ. back numbers of($$ silfifijl) 

8,360 

Miscellaneous publications printed for friends, for school, 


family, hospital and church use ... 

26,920 

Total.. 

93,403 

1 


Memo .—Of those marked * the Pictures were supplied by the West of 
Scotland Ladies' Auxiliary Society. 
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Appendix 


fpHE THIRD ANNUAL MEETING of this Society was held on Monday 

, the 15th December, 1890, at Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co.’s. Mr. 
John Macgregor presided, and there were preseat Rev. W. Muirhead, 
Secretary; Roy. Dr. Allen, Messrs. C. Thorne and C. S. Addis, Treasurer 
(Executive) ; Rev. W. Loehr, Messrs. J. G. Purdon, J. Walter, Carl Jautzen, 
Rev. J. W. Stevenson, Rev. T. R. Stevenson, Mr. W. H. Talbot, Rev. J. 
Edkins, and Rev. H. C. Hodges. 

Rev. W. Muirhead opened the proceedings with prayer. 

The Chairman then laid the report for the pist year before the 
meeting, and in doing so referred to some changes that had t aken pi ice in 
the executive committee during that per od. Dr. Focke (whose place had 
been taken by the speaker) had gone to Europe ; Mr. Bishop had likewise 
left them, and the Society had been fortunate in securing the able services 
of Mr. Addis in his place; and lastly, a sad loss had been caused by the 
death of Dr. A. Williamson, the Founder of the Society. The speaker in 
paying a cordial tribute to the memory of that great man, said the 
amplitude of Dr. Williamson’s physical proportions was to his (the Chair¬ 
man’s) mind indicative of his great and diversified talents. From his 
towering height he seemed to see afar off the end he desired to attain, and 
he had hoped to make the successful institution of this Society, from 
which he looked for great results, the crowning glory of a long life devoted 
to benefiting China. Regarding the work of the past year the Chairman 
congratulated the Society on the uninterrupted way the publication of 
the principal work of the Society, its Magazine, had been carried on, and 
with regard to its continuance he said it was desirable to prove it was not 
one of those backboneless institutions which collapsed from want of 
support. And there was little doubt that this could be done, for Dr. 
Allen’s services as editor has been secured for next year. Owing to 
the financial state of the Society it had been found necessary to 
close the printing works after the departure of the superintendent. 
It was hoped that a telegram would be received from Mr. Bishop at 
home saying he had succeeded in raising a fund which would ensure 
£300 a year for the next three years, but this telegram had not been 
received. The accounts showed that during the year the expenses 
of the work at the printing establishment were more, and 
the receipts less, than in the previous year. At the beginning of the 
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year there was a balance in hand of $200, but now, the speaker regretted 
to say, the Society owed the bank $950, and this would bring home to 
them the necessity for stopping all unnecessary outlay. Without a suc¬ 
cessor to the late Superintendent, and without Dr. Williamson who devoted 
so much time to the printing establishment, the Executive Committee 
were unable to carry on that work any longer. Before the motion for the 
adoption of the report and accounts was put, the Chairman would be glad 
to answer any questions that might be asked regarding them. 

No questions being asked, the Chairman proposed:— 

That the report of the Committee, and the accounts of the Society as 
now presented, be approved and circulated. 

Mr. Talbot seconded, and the motion was unanimously adopted. 

The minutes of the previous Annual Meeting were then confirmed. 

Rev. W. Muirhead then spoke in highly eulogistic terms of the late Dr. 
A. Williamson, whom he had known since the deceased’s arrival in China 
in the year 1855. Mr. Muirhead had many opportunities of seeing what 
kind of man Dr. Williamson was, and he had found that his special anxiety 
was for the enlightenment of the Chinese ; this anxiety had found 
expression in the establishment of this Society and particularly its 
Magazine, which Dr. Williamson had laboured incessantly to make a high 
class publication, acceptable to the literary classes of the Empire, in which 
he met with great encouragement, not only from his own countrymen, but 
also from the Chinese themselves. When told by his medical attendant 
during his last illness, that he had not long to live, he said he hoped to be 
allowed to live and labour upon this Magazine for at least three or four 
years longer, and begged the doctor not to cast a damper on this hope. 
His loss would be very keenly felt, not only by the Society, but by all those 
intimately associated with him in his work, and the speaker thought it 
would be becoming to the Society to allude in a fitting manner to his loss 
in the minutes. 

Mr. Muirhead then proposed :— 

That an expression of sorrow on the part of the Society at the death 
of the Rev. Dr. Williamson be recorded on the minutes. 

Rev. T. R. Stevenson seconded the motion, and added a few words to 
the eulogy passed by Rev. W. Muirhead on the deceased. 

The resolution was unanimously carried. 

Mr. W. H. Talbot proposed, Rev. T. R. Stevenson seconded, and it was 
carried :— 

That the action of the Committee in temporarily closing the printing 
offices and transferring the printing of the Magazine to the American 
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Mission Press, pending receipt of the reply of the parent Society in 
Glasgow as to fntnre support, be confirmed. 

Mr. John Walter proposed :— 

That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Rev. Dr. Allen, the 
editor of the Review of the Times and to Mr. Murray, editor of the Chinese 
Boys' Own and also to those who have kindly contributed articles to those 
periodicals. 

It was proposed by Rev. Dr. Edkins, seconded by Rev. J. W. Stevenson, 
and carried:— 

That the consent of this meeting be given to the publication of the 
proposed new Magazine to be called the Missionary Review under Dr. Allen s 
editorship, in lieu of the Boys' Own, about to be discontinued. 

Dr. Allen briefly sketched out the objects of the proposed publication. 

Rev. H. C. Hodges proposed :— 

That the names of Messrs. Bois, Bredon, and Rev. Dr. Wheeler be 
added to the list of Directors of this Society. 

Mr. C. Thorne seconded, and the motion, was adopted. 

Mr. J. G. Purdon proposed, Mr. Jantzen seconded, and it was 
resolved : — 

That the office-bearers of the Society for the ensuing year shall be :— 
Sir Robert Hart, K.C.M.G., President; Mr. J. Macgregor, Vice-President; 
Mr. F. C. Bishop, Hon. Treasurer; Rev. W. Muirhead, Hon. Secretary; 
Rev. Dr. Allen, Rev. Dr. Edkins, and Messrs. C. S. Addis and C. Thorne, 
members of the Committee. 

This concluded the business of the meeting, which terminated with a 
benediction pronounced by Eev. J. W. Stevenson. 




























